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HOW T0 SHRINK
INSPECTION
TIME OF A
THREE-MILE
BUSTLING NEW
YORK HIGHWAY
BRIDGE FROM

2 MONTHS TO

3 DAYS
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The Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge is a spectacular 3.1-mile, cable-stayed, twin-span bridge built in 2017 and opened to traffic
in 2018. Its angled towers soar to about 280 feet and support 192 stay cables made of more than 4,900 miles of steel strands.

In compliance with Federal Highway Administration regulations, this bridge must be inspected once every two years for cable
and fixture integrity and painting maintenance.

The client, a government contractor conducting bridge inspections, hired Alpha Platforms’ operated rental service to inspect
this bridge, looking to save on the budget.

| THE CHALLENGE

The challenge was that the daily commuter traffic hovered
around 150,000 with peaks of 170,000 vehicles per day. One
of four critical commuter bridges crossing the Connecticut
river, this bridge supports the New York Thruway, a critical
artery around New York City.

Previously, the bridge inspection had been completed from

a motorized scaffolding basket hanging on stay cables.

The inspectors had to move the cage every 20 feet and climb
up and down the cables to ascertain their integrity. At the rate
of one drop per day on average, such a project would have
taken 1-2 months.

Typically, high winds would endlessly delay completion of the
inspection: basket swaying is dangerous, creating unsafe
working conditions for the bridge inspectors. Since the Mario
Cuomo Bridge spans the Connecticut River tunnel and high
riverbanks, windy days are a frequent occurrence.
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To try the same world-class service info@alphaplatforms.com 855_ 2000_855
and equipment, just call or email: www.alphaplatforms.com
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THE SOLUTION

Alpha Platforms committed to completing the entire bridge inspection
in just three days without closing the bridge.

Rush hour on the bridge spans from 6 am — 10 am and after 4 pm. Alpha
Platforms dispatched its A-230, a 230-foot telescopic boom lift. The standard
operated rental package includes an IPAF-certified operator and a traffic flagman
for the entire duration of the project.

We deployed the truck-mounted aerial platform on site at 10 am, had the client
set up three buffer trucks with sand, and a police guard. The truck footprint
blocked just two lanes until 4 pm, which minimized traffic restrictions and cleared
the site every night.

Alpha’s telescopic boom lifts are not sensitive to wind at up to 80% of its reach
capacity, which leads to uninterrupted work on all but the most windy days.

Our operator smoothly moved the two inspectors with their tools up, down,

and alongside the cables in a sturdy 12-foot basket. The Alpha operator easily
maneuvered the cage between and around the cables with its 2 x 80-degree cage
rotation, providing excellent line of sight on all sides of the cables and fixtures.

THE OUTCOME

How could the client have reduced a 1-to-2 month-long inspection
to just 3 days?

Alpha Platforms’ custom-designed telescopic boom trucks are sturdy and reliable,
reaching up to 300 feet high with up to a 135-foot side reach. The 230 boom

lift, in this case, with its 115-foot side reach, parked on each side of the bridge
only 3 times: enough to cover the entire length of its cabled portion, significantly
reducing work duration and downtime.

Thanks to the swiveling jib cage and the boom's extreme stability—even with 36-
50 mph gusts --the platform operator continuously moved the basket, offering
unparalleled flexibility and access speed to thoroughly inspect the cables and towers.

Inspectors discovered a broken cable sleeve and requested the A-230 for one
more day to fix it.
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Because of our unique height access solution, this dramatic efficiency saved
the client over $200,000 just on bridge inspection.

Our precise German-made lifts and an all-inclusive operated rental service are the ALPHA
height access.method of choice for h.ar.d-to-.access structures or at extreme heights, @ PLATFORMS
as they combine unmatched productivity with safety and comfort. WE LIFT YOU ABOVE ALL

To try the same world-class service info@alphaplatforms.com 855_ 2000_855
and equipment, just call or email: www.alphaplatforms.com
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